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The Isis Foundation • P.O. Box 210787 • Bedford, TX 76021

Toll-free 1-888-918-4747 • Email: stardncers@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/thewingsofisis 
BACKGROUND:
The Wings of Isis is an award-winning troupe of seven dancers supported and promoted by The Isis Foundation and directed by studio owner and Isis Foundation Founder and Director Isis Bartlett. The Wings are the highest level of the Professional Performing Company at Isis Star Dancer Studio.

In addition to the individual and duet awards Wings members have won through the years, the Wings, as a group, won the large troupe category and the overall title in The Choreography Project for Middle Eastern Dance held in Austin in 2006.

Each dancer in the Wings has at least 10 years of experience in belly dancing, and most have training in other forms of dance as well. They perform as a group and as individuals at events across the country and around the world, including conventions, seminars, professional shows and private lessons.

Audiences in North Texas know the Wings best through their performances each weekend from the first of April through Memorial Day each year at Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, and through their performances the last two years at The State Fair of Texas. The Wings will perform at the State Fair again this fall.

The troupe will also host its annual two-day workshop event this January at the Isis Star Dancer Studio in Bedford, Texas, highlighted by the annual Wings Hafla, featuring the members of The Wings of Isis and special guest performers.

For more information, or to schedule interviews with Isis or any other member of The Wings of Isis, call the Isis Star Dancer Studio at (817) 498-7703, or contact Public Relations Coordinator Angie Kilbourne at (847) 313-5469.
THE WINGS OF ISIS - 2013
• Isis Bartlett
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Isis Bartlett is a world-renowned, award-winning professional belly dancer, dance instructor, choreographer and entertainer. She is also the artistic director of the Middle Eastern dance troupes Isis and the Star Dancers and The Wings of Isis, as well as the Star Dancer Polynesian dance troupe Na Hoku Lani Polynesia. In addition to dance, Isis is also known for her professional experience as an actress, singer and model, and she holds two dozen beauty contest titles. Isis studied and performed at the Casa Mañana Musical Theatre in Fort Worth, Texas, and has performed in numerous Civic Light Opera Productions in California. But Isis will tell you that nothing is more important than the wonderful people she has had the joy and pleasure to call students, friends and peers throughout her entire career. 

Isis has been studying, performing and teaching Middle Eastern dance since 1977 and Polynesian dance since 1990. She has studied and performed with the top Middle Eastern dancers and entertainers in the field. She is founder and president of The Isis Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and editor of the top international belly dancing magazine, The Belly Dance Chronicles, currently completing its 11th year in production.  The magazine is now available in digital format as well as print.
For 11 years, Isis was the featured Middle Eastern dancer at Kosta's Greek Restaurant, Dallas. She has also been a featured entertainer at Byblos Lebanese Restaurant, Ft. Worth, and she currently performs each New Year’s Eve at the Greek Isles Restaurant in Plano, Texas. 

For more than 20 years, audiences at the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, were entertained, inspired and wowed by Isis on the Gypsy Stage; this tradition has been continued by The Wings of Isis and Star Dancer troupes now on the Ivanhoe Stage. 

The Isis Star Dancer Studios opened in 1983 and has been located in Bedford, Texas, since 1995, where her dream became a reality to give dancers and teachers a special place to call their own. Currently, the studio offers an array of belly dancing classes in a variety of styles from American cabaret to tribal fusion, as well as instruction in traditional belly dancing from different cultures around the world. In addition, the studio hosts Polynesian dance classes, special event workshops, Middle Eastern drum lessons and Zumba fitness classes, award-winning Performing Companies and the Isis Foundation-sponsored Cultural Dance Team.

This is Isis's 13th year to bring "Yaa Halla, Y'all - A Gathering of the Stars in Texas," to the Dallas/Fort Worth area, presenting the top instructors and performers of the world, dance competitions, and four nights of exciting shows annually to North Texas communities. 
• Amy Krueger: “Ahava”
[image: image3.jpg]


Amy Krueger, who performs under the stage name Ahava, joined The Wings of Isis in 2013. She began studying Middle Eastern dance at the Isis Star Dancer Studio, located in Bedford, Texas, in 2001 and since then has progressed to assisting and teaching classes where she focuses on teaching is Middle Eastern dance technique and musicality. In July 2013, she took on the the new challenge of leading a men’s beginner belly dance class at the studio. 

As a performer, Amy has won numerous awards, such as First Place Duet 2006 & 2007 in the Austin Choreography Project with her duet partner, Mahsati. Her technical ability and gracefulness have earned her titles such as Most Improved (2005, 2011, 2012) and Most Graceful Dancer from her studio peers (2012). Although she personally identifies most closely with American Cabaret belly dance, she has also studied Egyptian, Turkish, American Tribal Style (ATS), and folk dances, drawing on their influences to create her own personal style.

“I have always sought to grow as an artist in the dance world,” says Amy. “I had reached a point in my creative journey where working to be considered a professional-level performer was the next logical step in my growth. There is and will always be areas to grow as an artist and performer. I am always eager to find the next area of growth.”

In addition to the Wings, Amy is a member of Badrawn, a Middle Eastern music ensemble; she plays oboe, accordion, drum, and finger cymbals. She is passionate about the connection between musician and dancer, and loves to create opportunities for creative collaborations of this nature. Recently, she began working with Carmine Guida, a world-renowned Middle Eastern musician, to compile resources in Middle Eastern music for musicians.

Amy has studied with some of the biggest stars in the belly dance community: Isis, Fatiem, Aziza, Suhaila Salimpour, Bozenka, Ruby, Virginia, Rheda, Jalina, Karim, Carmine Guida, Artimes, and Z-Helene. “Many dance teachers have influenced my dance style, but I think the largest influence has been in the growth and learning I have done in the music of the Middle East,” comments Amy. “There is a strong connection between the music and the movement, culturally, historically, as well as physically. The more I learn the heart of the music the better I have become in interpreting that music for my audience.”

Patrons can enjoy Amy’s performances at the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, as well as at numerous North Texas community arts and dance festivals and local restaurants, such as Byblos Lebanese Restaurant in Fort Worth or Al Wadi Café in Bedford, Texas. 

• Jennifer Brantley: “Ayperi”
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Jennifer Brantley, who performs under the name “Ayperi,” is a second-generation dancer at the Isis Star Dancer Studio; her mother also attended classes with the world-class dancer and instructor Isis Bartlett. Her mother’s enthusiasm and love for this art form inspired Jennifer to explore it too. She joined The Wings of Isis professional dance company in 2013.

Since her first classes in 1998, Jennifer has worked her way up through the studio and has been a member of the Angels of Isis dance troupe and the Isis Professional Performing Company, prior to her joining the Wings. She has mainly focused on the American Cabaret and Tribal Fusion styles of belly dance, but she is currently studying some of the more traditional roots of modern belly dance, such as Shaabi and Egyptian styles. 

“My time as an Angel of Isis had the greatest influence on my dance style,” says Jennifer. “We each had something different to bring to the table, so the result was something quite unique. It instilled in me the concept of fusing various styles and moves that aren't necessarily Raqs Sharqi, and adapting them to strengthen whatever choreography I was working on.”

Jennifer embodies what hard work and constantly growing talent will do when cultivated. She currently performs at the annual Yaa Halla Y’all event, to be held Aug. 15-18, 2013 in Grapevine, Texas, and sponsored by The Isis Foundation; Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxhahachie, Texas; and other local fine arts festivals, haflas and private parties.

“I realized I wanted to dance professionally when I was around 11 years old and started really engaging in the seminars at Yaa Halla,” adds Jennifer. “Learning from the teachers and seeing how far the rabbit hole goes, so to speak, made me want to learn more and do more.”
In addition to Raqs Sharqi, Jennifer also participates in Garba Raas, an Indian form of dance that originated in the Gujarat region, and she has experience with various folk and ballroom dances.
• P.J. Posey: “Azalea”
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P.J. Posey, dancing under the stage name Azalea, began dancing at a young age, studying the traditional dance forms of ballet, tap, and jazz. Inspired by The Wings of Isis and the Isis Star Dancers at the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, P.J. joined the Isis Star Dancer Studio in 2002 to study bellydance.
“I realized that I wanted to be able to perform on a stage as a belly dancer myself after attending my first Yaa Halla Ya'll event, and after many years of practice, study, and encouragement from Isis, I am fortunate to have that opportunity,” says P.J.
Known for her graceful and fluid belly dancing, P.J. has studied both American Cabaret Fusion belly dance styles and has been influenced by stars from the belly dance community that include Virginia, Aziza, Sandra, and Suhaila Salimpour. More recently, she has studied salsa and bollywood dance styles, as well as many other international rhythms, in her work as a certified Zumba Fitness instructor and offers weekly classes at the studio. 
P.J. performs regularly at various dance events, local festivals, and fundraisers in North Texas. Patrons can also find her performing at private functions and Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas. 

• Denise Cannizzo: “Isabella”
[image: image6.jpg]


Full of sparkle and life, Denise Cannizzo, performing under the stage name Isabella, specializes in entertainment. A founding member of The Wings of Isis professional dance company, Denise was performing at Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in the mid-1980s when she first discovered Isis and belly dancing. By 1988, she was performing at Scarborough Faire as a bellydancer with Isis and the Star Dancers, too.

In the 25 years since, Denise has performed at many fairs and festivals, as well as at restaurants, seminars and haflas locally, nationally and internationally, making her a recognized face in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex. She is known for her bright personality and her enthusiasm for performing, and her love for the art of belly dance shines through every time she takes the stage. It is that love for the dance and dedication to promoting this unique art form that has kept Denise dancing on despite her diagnosis in 2009 with multiple sclerosis.

“I want people to know you don't have to turn down opportunities on the fear that MS may flare. I dance because I still can bring joy to people's hearts and because I want someone out there with a disability to see that maybe they could push themselves, too, to find their personal limitations I want them to know they don’t have to turn down opportunities due to the fear of ‘what might happen.’ Yes, some precautions need to be taken. I know my limitations. But I go out there, and if something happens, it happens.”

Denise has a bachelor of fine arts degree in musical theater from Texas Christian University (TCU), Fort Worth. In addition to performing in a broad range of live stage productions from straight drama to musical theatre and dance, she also has worked as a designer, scenic artist, director, costumer, and stage and production manager. Her theatrical experience is put to good use at the Isis studio not only in her dancing, but also in helping design lighting for shows and performance, such as Yaa Halla Y’All, presented by The Isis Foundation, held each August in Grapevine, Texas.

Denise has studied numerous belly dance styles over the years: Cabaret, Turkish, Egyptian, Roman, Debke, Lebanese, Greek, African, Zar, and Fusions of quite a few varieties. In addition to her studies with Isis, Denise takes inspiration from belly dancing star Karen Barbee. “I remember watching Karen in my early days and wondering, ‘what makes her stand out?’ It was not only her contagious smile and good technique, but her relaxed execution and attention to posture that became qualities for me to strive for,” she adds.

But it’s the audience that keeps Denise coming back again and again. “There was a gentleman who consistently came to all of my restaurant shows with his friend. Suddenly, both gentlemen quit coming. About six months later, I received a letter from the friend, explaining that the other gentleman had passed on and he wanted to let me know what joy I had brought into the final months of his friend’s life. Things like that really drive me to continue. You never know who is in the audience and what an evening out truly means to them.”
• Katherine LaBrier: “Kata Maya”
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Katherine LaBrier, under the stage name Kata Maya, returned to the The Wings of Isis in 2013 after completing her English Rhetoric degree from Texas A&M University. A lifelong member of the Middle Eastern dance community and the Isis Star Dancer Studio, Katherine has been performing on stage since the age of five. Known for her energy and grace on stage, she uses her belly dance studies in Egyptian, Ethnic, and Fusion styles, coupled with her base in American Cabaret, to bring out her very best in every performance. “I have never been a fan of the ‘labeled dancer,’ so I create my own style as I feel the music tells me,” explains Katherine. “If that means bring in some Tribal/Fusion moves to a Cabaret solo, so be it.”

At 14 years old, she joined The Angels of Isis dance troupe, under the direction of fellow Wings member, Kede. While there, she helped create award-winning choreographies for the troupe and earned some awards herself, such as Belly Dancer of the Universe Junior 2008, Belly Dancer of the Universe Champion of Champions 2008, Cabaret Professional Solo Star 2010, and third place in the MSC Town Hall Variety Show in College Station, Texas. Katherine was also featured in Season 2 (2012) of the the reality television show Project Bellydance: The Search for America's Next Top Belly Dancer. 

While at Texas A&M, Katherine joined The Brazos Raqs Ensemble and later became a teacher for the group. She is a founding member of The Brazos Valley Belly Dancers, and she co-produced “Egyptian Nights - a night of local and professional talent in the Brazos Valley.” She also got the chance to dance with Victoria Teel, a current member of The Bellydance Superstars, and expanded fellow dancers knowledge through her Belly Dance Boot Camp program. After graduating Cum Laude, Katherine returned to the Isis Star Dancer Studio in Bedford, Texas, as a part-time teacher, leading classes and offering workshops and private lessons.

Katherine has studied with many of the top Middle Eastern dancers, including Aziza, Amaya, Amir Thaleb, Bozenka, Fahtiem, Karen Barbee, Keshi, Mahmoud Reda, Moria Chapell, Sadie, Sabrina Fox, Sahra Saeeda, Suhaila Salimpour, Vashti, Virginia and Zoe Jakes. In addition to the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex, she has performed in Chicago, Las Vegas, Long Beach, Palo Alto, and Waxahachie, Texas. “My most memorable performance was the Sunday night show at Yaa Halla Y’all, 2012,” says Katherine. “Bozenka, one of the star instructors at Yaa Halla, taught a choreography during her workshop and invited us perform that choreography with her on stage! It was a dream come true — the chance to perform with Bozenka! She has been a dance idol for me since I was 12 years old, and that night helped cement my desire to take my dancing to the professional level.” 

• Kede Eddins: “Kede”
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Kede Eddins, one of the founding members of The Wings of Isis, has an extensive dance background that includes ballet, jazz, tap, Polynesian, ballroom and modern dance in addition to Middle Eastern dance. She began studying belly dance with Isis Bartlett at the age of 13 and has been with the Isis Star Dancer Studio, located in Bedford, Texas, for more than 20 years. She credits Isis Bartlett, founder and creative director of the studio, as the single biggest influence to her dance style: “To this day, I am mesmerized when I see her perform. She embodies so much about what I love about belly dance and what I hope to achieve in my own dance career,” she says.
On stage, Kede wows her audiences with her elaborate choreographies and advanced technique, but she really wins them over with her impish smile and a playful personality that make each performance an enjoyable adventure. She specializes in American Cabaret and Fusion belly dance styles, and she teaches workshops in advanced choreographies and adding drama to one’s dance performance. 

Kede won awards for her choreographies for two troupes at the Choreography Project for Middle Eastern Dance competition in Austin, Texas; the Wiggles of the West Mini Ensemble of the Year Award in 2010 (Las Vegas); and the Cabaret Solo award in the 2011 Yellow Rose of Texas competition at Yaa Halla Y’all (Grapevine, Texas). She performs regularly at the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, as well as local community events, haflas and private parties.

At the 2012 Third Coast Tribal belly dance convention, held annually in Fort Worth, Kede was honored with the request to do a duet with tribal belly dance star Sharon Kihara. “Sharon Kihara is a very famous dancer, and I admire so many things about her,” she says. “I was blown over when she invited me to share the stage with her.” 
In real life, Kede is a high school math teacher and a lifetime resident of Oak Cliff.

• Melodi Johnson: “Melodi”
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Melodi Johnson began dancing at the age of seven, and she has studied Middle Eastern dance since 1998. Her focus has been in the American Cabaret style. She came to belly dance drawn by its feminine allure; she stayed because in it she found her passion. Melodi became a member of The Wings of Isis professional dance troupe in 2013, but she will tell you she doesn’t think of herself as a “professional”: “It was just a natural progression that came from striving for continued improvement. I think of myself as a
long-term student of the dance.”
Melodi’s stage persona is one of elegance and sophistication. Her personal dance style exhibits graceful fluidity that floats across the music. She constantly strives for improvement by placing herself in positions of growth to challenge her dance ability, such as the Austin Belly Dance Convention Improvisational Competition in 2009. “It was the first time I stepped out of my choreography ‘comfort zone’ and entered an improvisational competition. It was a rewarding experience just to have the strength to get on stage, but what was even better was my second place showing.” Melodi has also earned second (February 2013) and third place showings (Octobef 2012) in the local Shimmy Showdown competitions.
Belly dance aficionados can find Melodi most weekends performing at North Texas haflas, festivals and competitions. She has studied with some of the top instructors in Middle Eastern dance, including Tambra, Kathy Williams, Cathy Barton, Vashti, Magdelena Fusaro, Tamra Henna, and Candace Bordelon. In addition to her belly dance studies, she has also studied Bharata Natyam, a classical Indian dance form from the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 
• Mishael
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Mishael, whose first experience with dance was ballet and tap classes in elementary school, has been belly dancing for more than 10 years. Prior to joining The Wings of Isis professional dance troupe in November 2010, she taught belly dancing at another Dallas area studio and danced with the local tribal belly dance troupe, Tribal Evolution. “As the years went by, I just wanted to challenge myself more and more. I didn't want to become stagnant,” comments Mishael. “The process of challenging myself led me to audition for The Wings of Isis. They are an inspiring group of women and I love being able to call them my ‘Dance Sisters.’”

As both a dancer and a choreographer, Mishael is known for her high-energy performances that draw audience members in and allow them to share in the excitement. She is also known for her exuberant personality and mischievous smile, and has been honored by other dancers at the studio as one of the funniest, friendliest and most outgoing dancers there. She has studied American Tribal Style (ATS) and Fusion styles of belly dance, but prefers traditional Raqs Sharqi: “While I love the freedom ATS gives each dancer, my heart belongs to Raqs Sharqi,”  she say. Mishael also draws inspiration from belly dance star Jillina and her professional troupe, the Sahlala Dancers. 

An avid seamstress, Mishael helps design and construct most of The Wings of Isis’ stunning and elaborate costumes. She specializes in dancing with zills (finger cymbals), cane, sword, wings and - her personal favorite - the candle tray. As a member of The Wings of Isis, Mishael performs regularly at the annual Scarborough Renaissance Faire in Waxahachie, Texas; Isis Star Dancer studio haflas, local community festivals  — including Fort Worth’s Mayfest and the Denton Arts and Jazz Festival  —  and other special events in North Texas. 

“One of my most memorable performances was a New Year's event for a Lebanese organization,” adds Mishael. “There were about 300 people in attendance. My solo was a traditional fast cane piece, and the entire crowd loved it! Almost everyone in the room stopped what they were doing and started to clap, dance and cheer me on. I'll never forget it. It's wonderful when your performance engages the audience, making it memorable for all of us.”
• Rachael Singleton: “Rachael”
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Coming from a Southern Baptist home where dancing was forbidden, Rachael Singleton, who performs under the stage name Rachael, had no dance experience before beginning to study Middle Eastern dance more than 18 years ago. She began her dance experience in the Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) as an ethnic-style Middle Eastern dancer, but soon expanded into the American Cabaret style. 

Rachael joined the Isis Star Dancer Studio in 1995, and she is a founding member of The Wings of Isis professional dance company. She has been honored several times by her Isis Star Dancer Studio peers, being named Most Improved Dancer (1996) and Most Improved Entertainer (1999), Most Impressive Dancer (2009), Most Unique Dance Style (2010), Most Sensuous Dancer, and she is two-time winner of the Most Entertaining Dancer award. Rachael also won the Jewel of the Concho competition, held in San Angelo, Texas, in 2004.

“One of the most memorable performances I’ve done was probably that first show The Wings of Isis did in Las Vegas — partially because it was in Vegas, and partially because we brought the house down. It was quite a rush,” she comments.

Over the years, Rachael has studied various ethnic/folkloric belly dance styles, including Egyptian, Roma, Tuareg, Ghawazee, and American Tribal Style (ATS), and dabbled in Tribal Fusion. However, her most intensive study has been dedicated to American Cabaret, which she describes as a “mosaic of modern Cabaret belly dance elements collected from many countries around the world.” In addition to Isis Bartlett, Rachael has studied with a number of other belly dance “stars,” including Suhaila Salimpour, Aziza, Karen Barbee, Fahtim, Bozenka, Vashti, Bert Balladine, Morocco, Virginia and Amaya.

“It would be impossible for me to say any one instructor has influenced my dance style. I have had too many influences to mention, and all were important,” says Rachael. “In fact, I can honestly say that I have learned something from every single dancer I have ever watched.”

On stage, Rachael is known for her powerful, intense and emotional performances, especially when she dances with veils. Patrons can see Rachael live on stage at the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas, as well as at other North Texas fairs, festivals and special events, as well as in competitions across the country. She also enjoys designing and creating costumes, and in recent years has honed her skills at editing music, creating many of the arrangements that the Wings use in performances.

• Jennifer Grant: “Safira”
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Jennifer Grant, dancing under the stage name Safira, is an award-winning belly dancer and choreographer who began studying at the Isis Star Dancer Studio at the age of six. Her personal motto is, “Try everything, you might find something you love,” a mission she’s embraced when exploring dance forms. Her belly dance studies include cabaret, Folk, Tribal Fusion and Bollywood styles. Jennifer has a well-rounded background in other forms of dance, too, and she has performed at the competitive level in tap, lyrical, jazz, cheer, clogging and hip-hop. As a result, audiences are wowed by Jennifer’s performances that incorporate these other forms — especially hop-hop — into her belly dancing.

Jennifer is a founding member of Isis’ Performing Company and the Angels of Isis dance troupes. She later moved on to Isis’ Professional Performing Company troupe and then was welcomed to The Wings of Isis in 2010. Jennifer is also a member of the North Texas Middle Eastern Dance Association (NTMEDA).

Jennifer regularly performs at various North Texas festivals each year, including the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival (Waxahachie), Mayfest (Fort Worth), Arbor Daze (Euless), Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, and Dance for the Planet (Dallas), as well as at private events. Her passion for dance extends to competition as well: In 2012, she was the first runner-up at the “So You Think You Can Bellydance?” competition in Las Vegas. From 2003 to 2009, she auditioned for and performed in the city of Irving’s (Texas) “Friday Night Live” talent show, earning awards for 5th Place Overall and 1st Place Dance in 2003 and 2004, respectively. Jennifer’s awards also include:

· 2006 1st Place Large Troupe and Grand Prize Winners of The Choreography Project for Middle Eastern Dance competition, Austin, Texas.

· 2007 1st Place Student Category and Grand Prize Winners of The Choreography Project for Middle Eastern Dance.

· 2008 Yaa Halla Y’all People’s Choice Duet/Trio Star Winners.

· 2009 Yaa Halla Y’all People’s Choice Tribal/Alternative Troupe Star Winners.

· 2010 Yaa Halla Y’all Yellow Rose of Texas Tribal/Alternative Duet/Trio Star Winners.

Jennifer holds local, state and national pageants in speech, art, tae kwon do and cheer. She was also awarded the city of Irving’s Spirited Youth Award in 2003 and again in 2009 in recognition of her community service.

• Heather Hunt: “Sarafina”
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As a young girl, Heather Hunt, who dances under the stage name Sarafina, was inspired by the belly dancing performances she watched at Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival led by Isis, Isis Star Dancer Studio founder and artistic director. A founding member of The Wings of Isis, Heather has been involved in Middle Eastern dance since 1996. Heather strives to raise awareness within the North Texas community of the Middle Eastern dance art form, also known as “Raqs Sharqi.” She has taught at local YMCA and fitness and recreation centers, and she is a current board member of the North Texas Middle Eastern Dance Association (NTMEDA), an organization dedicated to providing educational opportunities, as well as cultural, performance and promotional support to dancers, musicians and performers in the North Texas belly dance community.

Heather first began dancing at the age of three, and her experience includes ballet, tap and jazz, as well as belly dance. She is also a singer and has performed with groups such as Bricks in the Wall, a Pink Floyd Tribute band, and Hearsay, a popular dance band in the DFW area (disbanded now). Known for her sparkly American cabaret style, Heather's dance specialties include using cane, sword, veil, wings and zills (finger cymbals). A consummate entertainer, she is a master at engaging her audience and gaining their participation in the performance. Her dance style is graceful and fluid — talents she brought to her belly dancing from ballet performances. Heather has studied with many of today’s top Middle Eastern dancers, including Amaya, Aziza, Karen Barbee, Shareen El Safy, Fahtiem, Hadia, Raqia Hassan, Isis, Jasmin Jahal, Morocco, Margo Abdo O'Dell, Suhaila Salimpour, Amir Thaleb, Vashti and Virginia.

As a member of The Wings of Isis, she performs regularly at various dance events, local festivals, and fundraisers in North Texas. Patrons can also find her performing at private functions; the annual Scarborough Faire Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, Texas; and local restaurants including Byblos Lebanese Restaurant in Fort Worth, and Cafe Istanbul in Plano and Dallas. Restaurant performances are a favorite of Heather’s because she gets a chance to interact with girls and young women, giving many of them a positive first experience to the art form.

But ask Heather, and she’ll tell you one of her most memorable performances as a member of the Wings was the dramatic entrance they made at Yaa Halla Y’all in 2011. As the Wings entered the darkened auditorium, they each balanced a candelabra with lighted candles on their heads, while shaking, shimmying and moving to a heavy drum beat.
###
